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than in the former; for the general does not exist
because of the order, but the order because of him.
Now all things in the universe are somehow ordered
together, whatever swims in the sea, or flies in the air,
or grows on the earth, but not all in like fashion
Nothing exists apart and without some kind of relation
to the rest; for all things are ordered in relation to
one end. But it is as in a household, the free
members of which are least of all left to their own
devices, but have all or most of their actions deter-
mined beforehand with reference to the general
wellbeing, while the slaves and animals have a few
things prescribed to them with relation to that end,
and for the rest are left to themselves. Thus in each
member of the whole, its own nature manifests itself
as the principle of its actions: and by this I mean
that each has a special sphere allotted to it, while there
are certain other things in which they all contribute
to the good of the whole."

Whatever, therefore, may be the defects of
Aristotle's way of realising his own conception, there
can be no doubt that he means, by referring the
whole order of the natural world to a spiritual and
therefore a self-determining principle, to escape from
the dilemma on one or other horn of which he
supposes all his predecessors to have been impaled.
This dilemma is that either the world of time and
sense has no cause beyond itself (which is self-